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RESTRICTED 

FOR  TIIL  ’'ivR  CRi:c:S  OFFICE 

Judge  Advocate  General's  Department  -  './.-.r  Department 
United  States  of  America 


In  the  matter  the  failure  of 
the  Japan e. to  fiij-nish  piv-per 
food,  qui'j  t. and  iirdi’cal 
care  to  /men- ‘an  pri.:; oners  of 
war  at  Kai  gw-a.n,  Ohlr.’a,  between 
Ilarch  1943  an-.i  June  19^5 


Kearney,  Nebraska 
15  February  1946 

Charles  H.  Phares,  S/Agt,  SIC,  7  SC, 
Omaha,  Nebr. 

Charles  H.  Phares,  SAgt,  SIC,  7  SC, 
Omaha,  Nebr. 

Charles  K.  Phares,  S/Agt,  SIC,  7  SC, 
Omaha,  Nebr. 


Q  State  your  name,  rank,  l.'arine  Corps  Serial  Number  and 
permanent  hone  address . 

A  I  am  r.ojer  Dick  Bamford,  Sgt.  Serial  No.  306927.  l  y 
home  ad'ress  is  1622  Avenue  3,  Kearney,  Nebraska. 

Q  State  your  citizenship  and  the  c'cte  and  place  of  your 
birth. 

A  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  was  born  at  Flm 
Creek,  NebrcsKa,  on  November  6,  1922. 

Q  \,liat  education  have  you  had? 

A  I  was  graduated  from  highschool  at  Kearney,  Nebraska. 
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Q  rid  you  have  a  civilian  occupation? 

A  No.  I  v/ent  fro.i  high.school  to  the  nrine  Corps. 

Q  './here  ware  you  stationed  anc  v/liat  v'oro  your  rilitrry 
duties? 

A  I  v/as  sttrchec’  to  an  anti-aircraft  Unit  stationed,  on 
\/ake  Island  ’.dicn  the  war  betveen  Jau-.n  enc  the  United 
States  broke  out  on  7  Decenbor  1941, 

Q  Je'^e  you  a  prisoner  of  war? 

A  Yes.  I  was  captured  at  UVke  Island  on  2.3  Dece  iber  1941. 
I  was  transferred  soon  to  woorung  ~>rls.'n  Canp  at 
i/f'osung,  China  where  I  Wus  held  until  Larch  1943.  I 
was  then  transfer:*  ed  to  a  prison  o?:':p  at  Xrngv/an,  China 
where  I  was  held  frori  ilareh  I943  until  June  1945.  .'e 

were  then  transferred  to  a  prison  carin  at  Feng'ITia', 

China  j  where  wo  were  held  ;frorj  1  June' to  1  July  1945, 

The  last  pri^son  cenp  I  was  in  was  located  at  Hokodate, 
i'okaido,  Japan  './here  I  was  held  fron  1  July  1945  to 
about  15  August  3.945  when  I  was  relOiised  by  .iiierican 
Forces.  I  v/as  returned  to  the  United.  States  soon  after 
being  released. 

Q  Do  you  recall  what  food  w.^.s  issued  to  iunerican  prisoners 
of  'var  at  I'angwan  China  ''risen  Canp  betv/een  ..'arch  1943 
and  1945  (June)? 

A  Yes,  I  do. 

Q  State  what  you  recallc/^.^erning  the  food  issued. 

A  Our  diet  consisted  of  throe  .leals  a  day  r.ade  up  of  a 
sr'all  teacupful  of  rice  and  a  snail  auount  of  watery 
soup  ordinarily  twice  a  day.  ;pproxifieta.iy  t/enty’ to 
twenty*-five  loaves  of  bread  were  fiirnl.shed  daily  also, 

\e  received  no  other  food  from  the  ouvsido  lut  we  did 
get  one  Red  Cro.ss  package  a  year  while  we  v/ere  there. 

Q  v(hat  kind  of  quarters  did  you  have  there' 

A  '*6  slept  in  barns  on  the  earth  floor.  '  e  had  no  stoves 
and  no  fuel  for  lire.  Cur  latrine  facilities  were 
inadequate  as  was  -tho  water  svpp.iy.  The  Jaiians^e  did 
issue  some  clothing,  Sono  r.en  did  ircooive  a  s.’ilit  and 
others  a  pair  of  pants  but  none  got  both  at  once  as  I 
recall.  Sor.c  Japa.nese  shoes  were  issued.  They  were 
poorly  made  and  witnout  arches.  Lr-.uy  of  the  non  got 
flat  feet  as  a  result  of  wearing  them, 
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Q  rid  the  Japanese  furnish  nedical  care: 

✓ 

A  The  Japanese  nade  no  attonpt  tr  provide  uedical  care 
for  the  prisoners.  The  only  care  wo  got  cane  from  the 
ncdical  oi'ficer,  a  Corn;andor  Thison,  nho  Wfs  also  a 
prisoner.  Our  .let^ical  supplies  cane  fron  the  Red  Cross 
packages  which  v/c  received*.  j 

C.  Did  any  p  risoners  die  while  you  were  at  this  canp? 

1 

A  Yes.  four  or  five  .  en  died  as  a  result  of  nalnutrition,  j 

berl-bcri  or  dysentery.  I  do  not  recall  their  names.  { 

I 

^  hhn  was  the  Japanese  COir.iand.er 

A  Ke  v/as  Captain  Indo  who  had  been  our  Corj-'.ander  at  ’.'oosung 
Prison  Canp. 

Q  ..lio  was  the  ranking  American  officer? 

A  Colonel  .^shurst,  UShC. 

Q  D<r  you  recall  the  nanes  of  any  American  prisoners  who 
were  there  ’’itn  you? 

A  Sgt.  larion  L.  hyne,  4475  oaracoga  Aven,  San  Diogo, 
Cflifornia  and  Sgt.  Fred  Beese,  Lodale,  Iowa. 

Q  Do  you  have  any thin"  further  to  add  to  the  above? 

it  No . 

Q  Do  you  have  any  knowledge  of  other  mistreatment  of 
American  pr  .soners  of  v.'ar  by  the  Japanese? 

A  Only  v/Iiat  I  have  given  you  in  s\;orn  statement  today. 


s/  l.OGEh  DICK  Ba1JX)RD 
t/  RCGEh  DICK  B.wPOhD,  Sgt.  USilC 
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STATE  0?  .rEEl^SICA  )’ 

GS 

COUNTY  Or'  EUFF..LC  ) 


I.  Log-er  Dick  BamfoT’c’,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn 
on  oath,  state  i'hat  1  have  read  the  foregoing  transcription 
of  tiy  int.eriMgation  and  all  answers  cents  Ined  therein  are 
true  to  the  best  of  ny  knowledge  and  belief. 

(SEAL)  s/  ROGli.  Die:;  BAIJ’ORD 

t/  :.dGE:i  DICE  B^iFOHD,  Cgt.  USIX 

Subscribed  and  sv/orn  to  before  ne  this  5th  day  of  Larch  1946. 

s/  IRENE  I^USCN 
Co. Clerk,  Buffalo  Co, 


CERTIFICATE 

I,  Charles  H.  Phares,  Special  Agent,  SIC,  7  SC,  certify 
that  Roger  Dick  Bainford  personally  appeared  before  r:e  on 
15  February  1946  and  testified  concerning  '/ar  Crir.es  j  and 
that  the  foregoing  is  an  accurate  transcription  of  the 
answers  given  by  him  to  the  several  questions  set  forth. 


s/  C.IAS.  H.  niAlJS,  S/Agt, 

sc. _  _ 

t7“CRTLC  H.  ■pHi.rrES  sTAg't. 

Sic,  7  SC 

Omaha,  Nebraska 
l.ar  5j  1946 

RESTRICTED 

CERTIFIED  A  TRUE  CORY 


/s/  Lindsay  o'illiatnson 

l;  :©gay'  ^  'illLl  son 

C^PT.  JAGD 
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C  E  F.  T  I  F  T  C  T  E 


MSSII _ ,  1946 


I  EETtSar  CrT'U'Y  tlr.t  tho  attached  doevinont  is  a  true 
co^y  of  nn  aj'fl.davit  ourpcrtlng  to  bo  8';.'orn  and  si-.bscribcd 


to  by 

R  'GGP  DFd:  BATORO.  S(.t, .  S.IU 

306927 

at 

Buffalo  Countv.  Nobr ’..''lea 

on  tho 

5th  dav  of 

H  Tch 

1946. 

I  FUFINTR  that  it  tsas  copied  fro'^  an  orig:i:.ir.l  in  ry 

custody  as  Cliio:?,  Grinin;,!).  Fogist.”'  Division,  Lcgi.l  Section,  GEQ, 
SCA?,  To’a'o,  Japan, 


A/—_  CL-rj-s 

cn;j*u:s 

Lb  Col, ,  Fi  A. 

Chief  of  Criiiini.l  Registry 
Dx'.ition,  Legal  Section 
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